A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
all those French provinces which even in the old days had not
been independently Plantagenet, but had been held under
allegiance to the king of France.   But Edward failed to takei
Rheims.  In the spring, on April 7,1360, he attacked Paris.  He
could not take Paris either.   The French, however, were ex-
hausted;  the absence of their King and his capitulation had
ruined what was left of their morale;  and a month later, on
May 8,1360, there was provisionally signed at Br6tigny, a little ,
village just east of Chartres, a treaty ratifying the surrender
which had already been signed in London by King John.
This famous treaty, which was so soon to come to nothing,
confirmed on paper, as had the original capitulation of the ,
French King in London, full sovereignty for the Plantagenet
Bang over all the old Plantagenet provinces—Normandy, Maine, :
Anjou, and the rest, as well as over Gascony in the country south
of the Garonne.   Though it is always known as the Treaty of
Bretigny, the draft there drawn up was not final.   The final, and
what Edward III hoped would be the decisive, document was
confirmed at Calais several months later, on October 24,1360.
Now, in this last draft, which was the determining one, there
appeared a phrase which gave a loophole to the Valois Crown
for getting out of its obligations and for raising itself from the
ruin into which it had fallen. In this phrase it was stipulated
that the Plantagenet King should hold the old Plantagenet fiefs
"as the King of France had held them." On the face of them
these words would seem to mean that Edward III was to step
into the shoes of John of Valois, King of the French, and to be
fully sovereign over all the old provinces, with no allegiance to
the Crown of Paris. But the French lawyers began to drive a
coach and four through the document not long after it was
signed. They said that the King of France had held Normandy
{for instance) not as King, but as Duke; he had escheated Nor-
mandy to the Crown of France under feudal law, confiscating it
from John, the Plantagenet Bong of England, on account of his
misdemeanours; but in taking over Normandy from John he
had not (said the French lawyers) taken it over from John
Plantagenet, King of England, but from John Plantagenet,
Duke of Normandy. The King of France before the Treaty of
Br&igny (or rather of Calais) had been Duke of Normandy,
Count of Anjou, etc., and by such titles only had the right to
rule those provinces, Edward III, stepping into his shoes, did
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